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We have all had such a pleasure with this litter.  Please remember to keep me updated on their progress through life and send pictures throughout the years.  Do not hesitate to call me anytime!
In the following write up I would like to give you an insight on how we raise our dogs and hope this will help you to enjoy the new addition to your home:

Vaccinations and Deworming: 
· Your puppy will have his first set of puppy vaccinations on 06/14/10.  They will need their next round of shots at 10 wks, 13 wks, and 16 wks…for a total of 4 DHPP (distemper, hepatitis, parvo, para-influenza) shots.  Rabies vaccine is usually given at the age of 4 months (16 wks).  This is sometimes staggered from the 16wk shots…just do whatever your vet recommends.  You also need to be aware of whatever other shots might be needed for your area, such as lyme, lepto, etc.
· Your puppy was dewormed at 21 days of age, and every 2wks thereafter, with Strongid-T.  The last deworming being 06/14/10.
· They will need to have their first heartworm preventative as soon as they have their first vet checkup.  You will need to continue with this every month.  I use Sentinel which also helps with fleas.  You can use Sentinel or Interceptor, but do NOT use Heartguard.  Some Leos have shown a negative reaction to this…including one of my dogs.
· They will also have been microchipped on 06/14/10, and you will receive all the corresponding “chip” info in your “puppy packet”.  Please remember to register with the location service.
Feeding and Food: 
· The puppies are all eating 4 times per day right now.  It is advisable to still keep the puppy on at least 3-4 meals a day and he/she will let you know by not eating well at one of those meals when it is time to only eat 2 times a day.  At present they eat Solid Gold Wolf Cub mixed with ground chicken frames/necks/organ meat, pumpkin, yogurt, and whatever else I feel like adding (usually bananas or applesauce).  I always let the kibble set in water to become completed hydrated before mixing with the ground beef heart and feeding.  You can gradually decrease the amount of time moistening and increase hardness of kibble.  I do believe that dry dog kibble is not enough for any dog and therefore; I also add a variety of things (puréed) including pumpkin (100% canned pumpkin), apples, carrots, bananas, broccoli, cabbage, or whatever fruit and veggies I have in the house (except onions and tomatoes) in the blender and then I mix raw ground beef, chicken, or turkey, and yogurt in with that.  I typically feed kibble in the morning and raw in the evening.  
· Continue with a premium large breed puppy food until they are 4 mths, then switch to a premium adult food.  If you feel they are growing too quickly switch them to a premium adult food rather than waiting till 4 months!
· Always let them eat till they stop during their meals.  Let them control the portion size.  

· In a group, these puppies are very good eaters, but once they are in a different environment this might change especially if there is no other dog in the house. If your puppy gets to be picky and does not gain steadily, you might have to feed three meals longer. If your puppy is pigging out every time he eats you might have to mix some adult food in and wean him off puppy food early. I usually do not feed puppy kibble longer than 4 months of age depending on the pup's appetite. 
· The stool of the puppy is a very good indicator of overeating. Many times loose stool happens if he is overeating or the food has too much protein content (I prefer max. 24 % protein). Of course if the puppy has loose stool it could also be parasites or an oncoming illness so this has to be watched closely.  Pumpkin (only 100% pure canned) is good for diarrhea and/or constipation.
· Too much calcium in the diet can cause bone disorders in large breed dogs, so supplementing with calcium has to be done very careful and only in conjunction with extra meat in the diet. 
· I also would not recommend free feeding - that is leaving food out all the time -  it makes generally picky eaters eat even less. With my own dogs and puppies I will stand there and watch them eat to make sure everyone is doing well and getting what they need and take the uneaten portion up after they are done - of course they enjoy the company too. 
· Supplements.  I use Nupro Joint Supplement.  I also add a little into their puppy mix during the last week.  Their number is 1-800-360-3300.

· Vitamin C is very crucial to their growing bones.  You can start them on 500mg (or add to that from Nupro Joint Supplement…to make up to desired amount) and gradually get them to 1500-2000mg.  Vitamin C helps with bone growth and strength without adding unnecessary calcium.  And whatever the body doesn’t need it sluffs off.
Housebreaking: 
· If you feed your puppy at about the same time every day and let it out to do his business right afterwards, after every nap, first thing in the morning when he wakes up (you have to be fast then) and last thing at night, he will very quickly know what is expected of him and he will be housetrained in no time. 
· Crate training - this means to have him sleep in his crate for any nap and over night. Usually puppies will not soil or wet their bed and will let you know by whining or scratching that they will have to go out. It is even then the best to instantly take him out when he wakes up in the morning or from a nap.  
· Overall positive reinforcement is the key to training so praise him whenever he does anything right.  You can never praise him too much.

Care: 
· Leonberger Coats are "wash and wear". It is a good idea to brush him at least once a week - it will be quality time for you and him and he will get used to being messed with. Trouble spots that mat easily are the feathers behind the ears, the pants and tail. 
· In Spring and Fall is shedding time and I usually take several hours to comb through their whole coat to get most of the loose hair in one sitting then brush him every other day for a couple of weeks until all the dead hear is out. 
· My Leos love to be brushed, so this will be a fun time.  
· The nails have to be trimmed on a regular basis (this might be a struggle and has to be done from the time he gets home to you - just do it often and take just a little edge off, so it will not hurt) If you do not get him used to this early, you might not be able to do it when he is grown up! 
· Ears also have to be checked and possibly cleaned weekly for excessive wax or oncoming infections especially if the environment is humid or the puppy swims regularly. 
· Puppies that are bored will sometimes be very destructive (I have heard of a breeder that sold one puppy that dismantled a whole couch and took the stuffing out in the backyard so it looked like it had snowed several inches when the owner had to stay hours longer at work than usual). To avoid things like this it is good to give the pup something to chew on and have him confined in an area were he can not do too much damage.

Obedience: 
· It is absolutely essential to take a large dog like the Leo to obedience school (see contract) not only for the obedience part is it so important but for socialization equally. 
· The Leonberger is a guard dog, so without constant socialization especially in the first 2 years of his life he might just take it on himself to decide who is a stranger or even that anybody outside the immediate family is a stranger. And he will protect his family and property more than you like. 

· Puppies go through many phases at times where they are more shy or more outgoing and sometimes they will try you out. To build your pup's self-confidence you need to take him with you to as many different places as possible. If he shows signs of dominant behavior towards you or your family members, make sure to practice dominance exercises on a daily basis.  

· You should always be able to take a bone out of his mouth and touch his food while he is eating!! 
· Be consistent in your training without shouting and anger.  Leos are very sensitive and will be affected by your household emotions very easily.  Praise and dog biscuits will be the methods of choice due to their sensitivity and for the most part any Leo would like to please his owner.   If they could be with you 24x7, that would be perfect for them.
· The work with your puppy in the first two years will pay off because he will be your wonderful companion.

Exercise: 
· Your Leo will be ready to go with you whenever you will take him but just a few words of caution here: Until his muscles have developed for the heavy bone they have it is wise to not strain the puppy. Just let him go at his own pace and however long he wants to run. So to take him jogging while growing up is not a good idea, the same for running up and down stairs or jumping in and out of a truck. This has to wait until he is about one year old to avoid damage to joints and bones. 
· However to go on walks and play with him on his own terms (let him rest when he is tired) is very important.   
· When it is hot and humid he should probably stay in the house. Cooling is almost impossible in hot/humid climate. For those days he needs a kiddy pool or a water-mister to be able to cool off. 
· Children and dogs have to be supervised especially while the puppy grows up. Make sure not to have the children play tug games with the pup the puppy will have the feeling that the child is on his level and this is not what we want for safety reasons.

The Leonberger reaches his maturity about age 3 or even 4. At times he might grow only in the front and then only in the rear and might look awkward and lanky until he is fully mature.

Hopefully your puppy will grow up to be the most beautiful Leo.

I tried to write down the things that I find most important but there are many more things to talk about.

The books I feel are very helpful are:

" The Art of Raising a Puppy" by the Monks of New Skeet

and "Dog Owners Home Veterinary Handbook" by Delbert G. Carlson, DVM and James M. Griffin, MD
and “The Leader of the Pack” by Nancy Baer

and any of Cesar Millan’s stuff.
Please try to get these books and go through them before your puppy arrives.  Make sure that you are the pack leader!

If you have any questions at all that I can help you with, feel free to call or e-mail me any time (even at night). I hope you will be as happy and have as much fun with your puppy as we have had with our Leo's.     
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